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Please join us online or in
person this weekend as
continue our sermon series
“World’s Worst.” We hope to
see you soon.

571870

Arts Academy

Semester
Boasts
Great Start

lasses are full and going strong
for the spring semester of Arts
Academy.

Arts Academy is an after-
school program for elementary-aged
students. It is an exciting and safe
environment for elementary-aged
students to come and explore the arts
and learn something new. Students
are encouraged and challenged to be
creative, inventive, and give positive
feedback to their peers.

“Students arrive in the ROCK by 4:30
p.m. each Tuesday afternoon, check in
with their group, and get a small snack
before programming begins,” said Erin
Schechter, Arts Academy Coordinator.
“They are then broken into small groups
by grades. We have a time of devotionals
and worship and dismiss to classes
around 4:45 p.m. Students attend one of
five classes offered. They return to the
ROCK and are released for parent pick
up around 6 p.m.

Art, dance, cooking, and Intro to
Theater continue to be popular as they
have been for years. The newest class,
sure to become a favorite, is the Lego
class.

“Students will either be in the rotation
of classes referred to as Variety, or in our
Broadway Bound class,” said Schechter.
“Variety classes—including art, dance,
cooking, and Legos—rotates each week.
Broadway Bound classes do not rotate.

“Our hope is that kids don’t feel the
need to create something perfect or
‘be the best’—but that they have fun,
make friends, and learn a new skill,” said

ARTS cont’d on page 2

WC STUDENT TAKEOVER

WC Student Takeover last weekend was a hit! “It was everything we hoped it would be and more,” said Rev. Sam Robbins after the

services. “The kids poured so much of themselves into every detail of the service and the Holy Spirit was undeniably present. Every

sermon, every prayer, and every person who served communion contributed to making this year’s takeover another huge success.”
Fifty students participated in the standard roles of worship over two different services. (Additional pictures on p. 2)

Capital Campaign | Now & Always

By Dr. John McKellar

Burned Biscuits

love this sermon series we are in

entitled “World’s Worst.” We began

by looking at the dysfunctional

relationship between Samson and
Delilah. | remember an old story that is
just the opposite. This story captures the
essence of what true 1 Corinthians 13
love is all about.

“When I was a kid, my mom liked to
make breakfast food for dinner every
now and then. And | remember one
night in particular when she had made

MUSINGS cont’d on page 3

INSIDE THIS
WEEK’S ISSUE

Multiple Community Outreach Programs
Find home in Center for Spiritual Care

3rd of 4 articles in a series
By Debbie McKellar

The “Now & Always,” campaign
seeks to raise funds for several
projects connected to White’s
Chapel and the WC campus. The
projects feature addressing the need
for infrastructure, renovating the
Sanctuary, and building additional
spaces to address needs for our
children, our students, and our
community.

After all the open discussion,
the decision to proceed is finally
here. Going forward depends
upon the financial commitment made by the
congregation in the initial pledge campaign,
which will conclude Sunday, Feb. 23. The
amount pledged by that date will determine
the extent to which the church pursues these
dreams.

In these last few weeks, we hope to relay the
hopes and dreams of the staff and volunteers
who will be charged with making decisions
to implement the congregation’s financial
commitment. This week’s emphasis addresses
our Center for Spiritual Care.

he house on the hill that is
across from the administration
building on the White’s Chapel
campus has been many things to
many people.
I happen to be one of those people.
The house is very personal to me.
The church bought the property in
the mid 1990s. It was, at that time, a
ranch, belonging to the Pettengill family.

WC Missions & Outreach Update
February Gardening Tips

The property was possibly one of the
greatest investments the church has
made, and it was a huge leap of faith.
The purchase included a little over 10
acres and three buildings. Prior to the
purchase, the church was landlocked
and the only possibility for expansion
was to take advantage of opportunities
as they arose.

The land currently is used for parking
and our White’s Chapel administration
building; the barn provides storage for
a multitude of property maintenance
necessities.

And then there’s the house.

| almost lived there.

The on-property Parsonage had
been converted to office space, hourly
childcare for meetings, and Sunday
school rooms in 1993. John, the kids and
| were living in a rental property, so using

the house as a Parsonage made a certain

amount of sense. However, there
continued to be a great need

for classroom space as well as
other things so the decision

was made for us to continue
renting. (In 1995, the late Kosse
Maykus assisted the church in
the purchase and building of the
present Parsonage where our
family lived for 10 years.)

Initially, the house on the hill
was used for Sunday school
space and small receptions.
Because the swimming pool

in the back had some structural and
safety concerns, it was filled in and Rev.
Betsy Godbold decided a prayer garden
would be a perfect substitution. With
Margaret Collins, a master gardener,

a design was created and volunteers
made donations of dirt, stone, plants, and
labor. Money was donated for the pavers
and fountain. The Faithbuilders Sunday
school class was especially active in
embracing the house and lovingly
creating the wonderful garden that

was finished in 2009. Walking through
the space today, one will notice many
crosses and accoutrements honoring
and memorializing class members. Many
shares of the perennial plants (with
permission!) made their way to the new
parsonage yard and even my current

CAMPAIGN cont’d on page 3

Now & Always Prayer Walk
Feb. 16 | See Page 4
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STUDENT TAKEOVER CONT'D

Arts

Cont’d from page 1

Hannah Robbins, Co-Director of WC Kids.
“It's a great way for kids to dip their toes
in the water when it comes to certain
hobbies to see what they might want to
further pursue as they grow. Each class
includes a devotional time, as well. We
keep Christ at the center of all the fun.”

The program maintains the mission to
reclaim the arts for the church through
helping students in Pre-Kindergarten
through 8th grade find their passions
and learn how to worship with their lives.
Through the weekly classes, children
absorb how to use their talents to
worship God. During each weekly class,
dynamic teachers lead a devotional and
teach students the ins and outs of their
craft.

“All adult teachers (18+) must complete
a criminal background check and child
safety training video before teaching,”
added Robbins. “This is the same
process we use for all our WC Kids
volunteers. High school helpers must
read and sign a Code of Ethics form.”

Arts Academy was established for
the child who thrives in a smaller group
rather than some of the larger classes
experienced at school or other local
venues. There is a $50 fee per class.
Classes are offered each semester.

“We are always looking for more
volunteers,” Robbins added. “You don’t
have to be a professional artist, chef, or
Lego-builder to serve in Arts Academy.
If you love God and care about kids, you
are the perfect person for the job!”

Erin Schechter | eschechter@whiteschapel.org
Hannah Robbins | hrobbins@whiteschapel.org

FINANCIALS

February 2025 2024

Week 1 $254,413 $185,335
Week 2 $201,584 $230,149

MTD Actual $455,997 $415,484

YTD Actual  $1,149,948 $1,149,338

for one year.
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Agape Meal
Third Thursday of Each Month
Broadway Baptist Church, Fort Worth
4:15-7:45 p.m.

Be the hands
and feet of
Jesus as
White’s Chapel
volunteers (ages
six and up) serve a meal to the homeless
on the third Thursday of each month at
Broadway Baptist Church in Fort Worth.
Volunteers gather at the concourse
“Welcome” doors at 4:15 p.m. to ride
the church bus or meet the group at
Broadway at 5:30 p.m. We will return to
White’s Chapel by 7:45 p.m. Registration
is required. For more information, contact
David Kinnamore at davdkinnamore@
msn.com or Madeleine Green at
mzeislerlO@yahoo.com.

WC Quilters Monthly Quilt Together
Second Thursday of Each Month
Noon to 4 p.m. | AE Room 3204

Join WC Quilters on the second
Thursday of each month for a time of
quilting and fellowship. Beginners and
experienced quilters are welcomel! For
more information, contact Catherine
Sheffield at (972) 355-1031.

2025 Quilt Blessing
Sunday, March 9 [ 12:15 p.m.
Grace Chapel

Join us as we celebrate the wonderful
WC Quilters ministry and bless the
handmade quilts that will be donated to
others throughout the world.

WC Women'’s Mission Day
Saturday, April 26 | 9 a.m. to Noon
Grapevine Housing Authority

Do you find it hard to get away for
a long mission trip? No worries... it
is incredibly rewarding to serve our

neighbor—so we are doing it locally! On
April 26, from 9 a.m. to noon, a group of
women will serve the Grapevine Housing
Authority community on W. Worth Street.
Leaders have found that simple things
like weeding, mulching and cleaning
up yards is such an uplifting event for
those who physically cannot work in
their yard. Participants will divide into
teams on the morning of the event. Then,
everyone will begin with a devotional
and a prayer over the group, the homes
and the residents. Simple tools such as
work gloves, trowels, shovels, rakes,
wheelbarrows, garbage bags, and a
water bottle would be helpful to bring.
Leaders will have extras if someone
needs to borrow. This is a wonderful
opportunity to gather grandmothers,
mothers, daughters, aunts, cousins, small
groups and friends to come together and
serve. If students need to get service
hours, this is a great way to do it.
Registration will be available online
beginning March 2 and will close on
April 23 so that leaders have time to get
the teams together. If you want to be on
a team with a specific person, please
notify Rev. Joy Roberson at jroberson@
whiteschapel.org.

New Mexico Adult Mission Trip
May 24-29 | Santa Fe, New Mexico

Mark your

calendars!

White’s

Chapel adult

volunteers will

travel to New

Mexico May

24-29 to work with McCurdy Ministries
(located north of Santa Fe, New Mexico).
McCurdy Ministries is a National Mission
Institution of the United Methodist
Church that provides a variety of
programs to the Espanola Valley. Some
of these offerings include a community
center, a charter school, counseling
services, adult education programs, and
after school care.

During the trip, there will be a variety
of work for all skill levels including
improvement projects and program
support. The cost of the trip is $900 per
person (including materials, lodging,
transportation as well as breakfast and
lunch at the center). Registration will
be online or using this QR code. The
registration deadline is
Monday, March 10.

For more information,
contact Larry or Karen
Smith at smith4family@
verizon.net.

Musings

Cont’d from page 1

breakfast after a long, hard day at work.
On that evening so long ago, my mom
placed a plate of eggs, sausage and
extremely burned biscuits in front of my
dad. | remember waiting to see if anyone
noticed!

Yet all my dad did was reach for his
biscuit, smile at my mom and ask me
how my day was at school. | don’t
remember what | told him that night, but |
do remember watching him smear butter
and jelly on that ugly burned biscuit. He
ate every bite of that thing.... never made
a face nor uttered a word about it!

When | got up from the table that
evening, | remember hearing my mom
apologize to my dad for burning the
biscuits. And I'll never forget what he
said: “Honey, | love burned biscuits every
now and then.”

Later that night, | went to kiss Daddy
good night, and | asked him if he really
liked his biscuits burned. He wrapped me

in his arms and said, “Your Momma put
in a hard day at work today and she’s
real tired. And besides—a little burned
biscuit never hurt anyone!”

As I've grown older, I've thought about
that many times. Life is full of imperfect
things and imperfect people. I'm not
the best at hardly anything, and | forget
birthdays and anniversaries just like
everyone else. But what I've learned
over the years is that learning to accept
each other’s faults and choosing to
celebrate each other’s differences—
is one of the most important keys to
creating a healthy, growing, and lasting
relationship.”

| hope we can learn from that dad’s
attitude. In life, things are going to
go wrong. We will get overstretched,
over-committed, and despite our best
intentions, we will burn up some biscuits.
In those moments, | hope we can give
each other grace and perspective; and
realize that the greatest gift we can
give each other is to love and honor
each other intensely. With all the bad
examples around us, it is important
to notice and learn from the good
examples!

Campaign

Cont’d from page 1

yard. (These same perennials and many
elements of the garden will be saved for
use in the new space.)

Through the years other Sunday School
classes have ‘taken residence’ of the
house, and various support groups use it
for meetings. The location was perfect to
eventually become a community center
with an area specifically set aside for
Alcoholics Anonymous. At last count, AA
has 31 meetings in what they call Clear
Cut Directions within the perimeters of
the house on the hill.

Every Monday morning, a dedicated
group of volunteers convert the Altar
flowers from Sunday into small bouquets
for delivery to shut-ins. My mother was
the recipient of this act of love on several
occasions.

Storage for many of our Care and
Support Programs, funerals and the
Columbarium is also an important
element of the house. Grief classes and
sessions are held there. A storage closet
containing donations of wheelchairs and

other medical supplies is there for
anyone needing them to claim.

Upstairs, White’s Chapel
developed a Counseling Center
to serve adults, adolescents,
and children. Many have taken
advantage of this, me included.

Practically everything that is
provided and available at the
Spiritual Formation Center has in
some way touched my life and
provided for me personally at times when
| was in spiritual crisis.

Finally, although | never lived there,
the house became a truly special
place to me when it became the home
of Chandler’s Hope, the program in
memory of our daughter. “The Center
for Spiritual Care is a place of respite
and healing for many,” says Director
Victor Resendiz, “and it is available for
everyone through the different resources
that are provided through our addiction/
recovery ministry.” Many meetings have
been held there during the establishment
and maintaining of this program.

There are a lot of people, like me, who
have strong sentimental attachments
to the house on the hill, and while it is a
little sad to think of it being torn down,
it is partially because of its success that
tearing it down has become necessary.

“The living room of this historic home
has served as a sacred space for Bible
studies, Sunday School, and countless
gatherings over the years,” said Janice
Smith, a frequent volunteer. “It continues
to be a place of refuge and renewal. This
beloved house and its beautiful garden
hold cherished memories and have been
instrumental in the growth of our Spiritual
Formation ministry. It has been a place
where lives are transformed, faith is
deepened, and healing begins.”

“So much amazing ministry and deep
soul care is taking place now in a facility
that has some serious limitations and
infrastructural concerns,” said Associate
Pastor Rev. Sam Robbins, “all of which
would be addressed in a new home with
spacious meeting areas, private spaces

for consultations, an elevator, and the
relocation of the WC contemplative
garden.”

“We believe that now is the time to
give them an updated space that’s better
suited to their needs—a new dedicated
space that would create opportunities
to develop, deepen, and expand those
ministries into a community that needs
them,” Robbins added. “In addition, as
our addiction ministry (Chandler’s Hope)
continues to grow, this would be a
wonderful place for healing and hope to
happen.”

Current counselors are very supportive
of the change.

“l think the number one benefit of
moving to a newer facility is that some
of our clients who are not able to climb
stairs will have an elevator,” said Dr.
Franz Klutschkowski, Executive Director
of WC Counseling Services. “We have a
fair number of clients who find it difficult,
if not impossible, to climb up the stairs.
Consequently, we must find other places
to provide counseling, which is not very
confidential. Also, for all our clients, and
staff, who must climb stairs, they are not
very safe.”

Klutschkowski and the additional
counselors have been a part of
providing counseling services to
a wide range of people for over
10 years. He believes that a new
facility will also eventually provide
space for additional counseling
offices.

Co-Pastor Dr. John McKellar
says of all the projects, he is most
excited about the counseling

building and the worship extension.
“These things especially touch the heart
of who we are in ministry and who we
are within the community.”

And the real icing on the cake?

The construction of that purposeful
building and the removal of the current
center would provide the necessary land
for the expansion of our space for WC
Kids and WC Students.

“It goes without saying that land is
at a premium in this community,” said
McKellar. “We must be creative and
deliberate in using the land we currently
have been blessed to accumulate
through the years.”

For volunteers, like Janice Smith, plans
for the new center provide excitement for
the church and the regional area.

“Now, as we look to our future,” said
Smith, “We reaffirm our commitment to
being a beacon of God’s love—serving
not only our congregation, but also those
in the surrounding community who seek
care, counseling, support, and spiritual
nourishment. Our dreams for Spiritual
Formation have always been rooted in
a vision of reaching people and guiding
them toward seeing God through a new
lens of inner spiritual growth and thus a
deeper relationship with God.”

“For generations, White’s Chapel has
met people where they are, offering
hope, worship, and community,” she
concluded. “With this new home for
the Center for Spiritual Care, we step
boldly into the future—creating a space
where all are welcome, where hearts are
healed, and where together, we gather in
the living room of God.”
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COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

Ready to Get Involved?
Wednesdays | Feb. 26, March 26,
April 30, May 28
6-7 p.m. | AE Room 3103

God gives us gifts, talents and passions
that make us unique—and uniquely
qualified to reach out to others! Come
explore opportunities at White’s Chapel
to find your niche to serve others—
whether it is within an existing ministry
at WC or a new ministry fueled by
your passion. This is a one-time class,
and registration is available online at

whiteschapel.org.
Dorothea Christ | dchrist@whiteschapel.org

Mission Opportunity Fair
Sunday, March 2 | 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Concourse

Looking for ways to get involved in
Missions? WC Missions and Outreach has
something for everyone and now we have
a way for you to see it all in one place!

Come join us for a Mission Opportunity
Fair in the Concourse from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 2. We will
have leaders and/or volunteers from
each ministry present that would love to
visit with you about how we serve others
in our community and around the world.

See pictures, ask questions, and get

involved!
Rev. Joy Roberson
jroberson@whiteschapel.org

Spring Break Family Mission Trip

March 15-21| Hot Springs, Arkansas
Come enjoy a week of service, music,

games, worship, and Christian fellowship.

The group will work on construction-

based restorations to existing homes

of elderly individuals and low-income

families in the Hot Springs area. This

trip is multigenerational and open to all

families with children six years old and

up, as well as singles or couples wanting

to serve the Lord. We will be staying

in air-conditioned accommodations at

Camp Tanako in Hot Springs. The cost

of the trip is $475 per person with a $50

deposit due upon registration. The price

includes all transportation costs, lodging

and meals, special activities, construction

materials, and a t-shirt for o o
L%
O35

each individual. Deadline
()

for registration is Feb. 16.
No prior experience is O
necessary, just a willing

heart!

Jenny McNew | jennylmcnew@gmail.com
Tim McNew | tmcnew2020@gmail.com
Jared Smith | jsmith@whiteschapel.org

Prayer List

Ron Adams, Joseph Agnew, Hudson Arnold, Brandon Arp, Jack Bair, Dudley and Ann Barnes,
Kait Rhone Batts, Joy Beaman, Brent Bedgood, John Behner, Al Bender, Mindy Bogan, Paul
Booker, Cheryl Brashear, Phil Bunker, Carol Burns, Robin Cassell, Connie Center, Freddie
Charles, Jim Clancy, Carolyn Cockerell, Brianna Connors, Tom Corley, JP Cottingim, Sydney
Couch, Leslie Craig, Brynli Davis, Evelyn Rose, Margie Duffy, Wilma Dykman, Linda Evans,
Ralph Evans, Michael Fernaine, Mark Fidler, Dorothy Fontana, Frank Forcelli, Shelly Gillette,
Carolyn Gillum, Jason Glover, Steve and Melody Graff, Chris Gruenewald, Zaida Guerra, Buddy
Hall, Dalton Hall, Tiffany Hall, Eve Hamilton, Vicki Harvey, Webb Harvey, Betsy Hay, Raymond
Hebert, Marlene Hight, Dixie Hubbard, Jody Irwin, Evelyn Iszak, Jan Jackson, Bill Jacobs,
Betsy Jones, Tony Joseph, Sherri Kaufmann, Karen Kiel, Brenda Lackey, Ashley Barret Leder,
David Leslie, Scott Lucarelli, Steve Lucky, Steve Lynch, Jovita Maldonado, Derek Mann, Sharon
Martin, Jennifer Matchett, Joann Mayer, Doyle McAda, Terry McCracken, Mike McDonald,

Lynn Meredith, Andrea Rawlins Meyers, Tracy Sloan Miller, Rudy Mladenovic, Roland Moore,
Bob Morgan, Thomas W. Morris, Jeff Nadeau, Peggy Nicely, Billie Nichols, Beverly Noah, Tim
O'Connor, Jerry Owen, Josh Palma, Jerry Palon, Dee Perkins, Reggie Peterson, Steve Pugh,
Jim and Mary Renner, Gail Richardson, Johnnie Ruth Rogillio, Linda Rutan, Gretchen S., Larysa
Santiago, Shirley Schollmeyer, Lisa Shin, Bill Skinner, David Smith, Joyce Smoot, Charlene
Wahrmund, Joy Ann Walker, Mark Walker, Drew Watkins, Dick Williams, Linda Winant, Vicki
Winn, Lovic Wren, Juiling Wu. Recent deaths: The Family of Janelle Berdfield, The Family of
Frank Culpepper, The Family of Linda Culpepper, The Family of Bobbi Dunbar, The Family of
Linda Freeman, The Family of Carolyn Haman, The Family of Al Keiser, The Family of Trudee
Kelly, The Family of Daniel Lerin, The Family of Joe Madera, The Family of Barbara Marks, The
Family of Rusty McCabe, The Family of Harriet Osborne, The Family of Rondi Perry, The Family
of Elizabeth Reynolds, The Family of Terry Schedeler, The Family of Sharon

Seago, The Family of Jack Shuler, The Family of Ray Sloan, The Family of
Clayton Spence, The Family of David Taylor, The Family of Betty Tomchick,

The Family of Jack Williams.

Submit names via QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.

(Names will remain on this prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified

via QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.)

The Now & Always Capital Campaign Prayer Team invites you to attend a
prayer walk to pray over the future spaces proposed in the current capital
campaign. The spaces we will walk to and pray for are The Center for
Spiritual Care/Counseling Center, the Youth Activity Center, the Sanctuary,
and La Mesa Bilingual Ministry.

We will gather in front of The Center of Spiritual Care located across from
our outdoor labyrinth. We will walk to each space and recite a prayer
inspired by 1John 5.14-15.
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