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Please join us online or
in person this weekend
as conclude our sermon
series “Uphill Habits.”
We hope to see you soon.

571870

Now &
Always

Campaign for
Expansion Reviewed

1st of 4 articles in a series
By Debbie McKellar

The “Now and Always,” campaign seeks
to raise funds for several projects connected
to White’s Chapel and the WC campus. The
projects feature addressing the need for
infrastructure, renovating both the Sanctuary
and the Foundry, and building additional
spaces to address needs for our children, our
students, and our community.

After all the open discussion, the decision to
proceed is finally here. Going forward depends
upon the financial commitment made by the
congregation in the initial pledge campaign,
which will conclude Sunday, Feb. 23. The
amount pledged by that date will determine
the extent to which the church pursues these
dreams.

In these last few weeks, we hope to relay the
hopes and dreams of the staff and volunteers
who will be charged with making decisions
to implement the congregation’s financial
commitment. This week’s emphasis is on WC
Students and WC Kids.

A prayer walk for the campaign is planned for

Feb. 16.

WC Student Facilities Expand for
an Explosion of Opportunity
he proposed Capital Campaign
for Student Ministry is a game-
changer when it comes to
providing students with the
right environment to grow spiritually,
emotionally, and socially. Right now,
space constraints limit the full potential
of what’s possible, but with these new
additions, spaces will be created where
students feel supported, challenged, and
connected in ways that were previously
out of reach.

“One of the biggest benefits of the
proposed changes is the creation of
dedicated spaces for small groups
and relationship-building,” said
Michelle Joseph, Co-Director for WC
Students. “Small groups are a vital
part of a student’s journey, and having
a comfortable, intimate setting will
allow for deeper connections, honest
conversations, and personal growth.
Whether it’s a small group discussing
life’s big questions or students
connecting over shared experiences,
having the right environment to foster

CAPITAL cont’d on page 2

All the fun of Wednesday night dinners are back in swing for the spring
semester. Classes are offered for every member of the family!

White’s Chapel Presents

Winter
Warms Up

with Todd Suttles
Concert

hite’s Chapel’s own Todd

Suttles will be live for a one-

night concert on Sunday,

Feb. 2 at 5 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. The concert is open to the
public. No tickets are required.

Suttles is a member of the Gaither
Vocal Band, joining as a new baritone
singer in 2014. He came to the group
from Vanderbilt University, where he
served for 20 years as a Sports Fithess
Director. He also served as Vanderbilt’s
CampVandy Youth Programs Director.
He holds both a BA degree and a MA
of Science in Health, Wellness and
Recreation from Middle Tennessee State
University.

“After 21 years in sports, God had a
new direction for me,” said Suttles. “I
went from developing bodies to prepare
for NFL, NBA, WNBA, Olympics, and
anything else you could think of that
needed to be bigger stronger and faster
to developing souls by spreading the
good news of the Gospel.”

Suttles, who now lives in the DFW area,
grew up in Lafayette, Georgia, a little
town in North Georgia just south of the

CONCERT cont’d on page 2

Mission Trips will be Focus of February

Communion Offering

he February Communion
offering will be
focused on providing
supply funds

for two upcoming

mission trips: the

Adult Mission Trip to

Guatemala Feb. 8-14;

and the Family Mission

Trip March 15-21 to Hot

Springs, Arkansas.

In Guatemala, the group will be
working with an orphanage, caring for
children and helping with their living
spaces. Those traveling to Arkansas

will work on construction-based
restorations to existing homes of
elderly individuals and low-income
families in the Hot Springs
area.
While the individuals
who attend the trips
pay for their own
lodging, meals, and
transportation, White’s
Chapel provides the funds
for the materials used in the rebuilding
that takes place on each trip.

COMMUNION cont’d on page 3

February 1-2

Foundry Services Feature Student Takeover

By Leilani Barrera

n 2019, a global analysis survey by

the Barna Group and World Vision

reported that many young people

admit to having a natural desire to
create positive change in the world, yet
they claim that the local church does
not show interest in, or support for, their
efforts.

INSIDE THIS
WEEK’S ISSUE

How do we as a church reach the
next generation and empower them to
showcase their faith? By committing to
grow each other’s faith despite age and
cultural differences. Scripture reminds
us that God is a God of generations. In
Exodus 3:15, God says He is “the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” and
Psalms 145:4 proclaims, “generation after

WC Students Update
Women of the Bible Word Search

generation will declare more of your
greatness... and glory.”

White’s Chapel students are confidently
embracing this ideal by hosting “WC
Student Takeover.” For the second
consecutive year, White’s Chapel
students will fully lead the Foundry’s

TAKEOVER cont’d on page 3

By Rev. Sam Robbins

here’s a fantastic story by the
famous English writer Douglas
Adams called ‘Cookies.’ In it,

he writes about a time when
he was on a train reading from a pile of
newspapers. Like any good Brit, he had
a cup of tea and a package of cookies
in front of him that he was enjoying
while he caught up on the news.

Well as he was reading, he noticed out
of his periphery that the gentleman next
to him had the audacity to pull a cookie
out of his package and eat it. Well, being
the polite British chap that he was, he
decided not to say anything. Instead,
he grabbed a cookie immediately for
himself, thinking that this would serve as
a kind of sign, like ‘Hey man, these are
mine.

Well, a minute or two later the guy
reaches in and grabs yet another one
of his cookies... And again. And again.
So, they did this strange little passive
aggressive dance back and forth until the
entire package was gone.

MUSINGS cont’d on page 3

Adult Baptism Class
Feb. 3 | See Page 4
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Concert

Cont’d from page 1

Tennessee boarder. He was the fourth
child of seven children.

“As a child, my parents had us in church
every Wednesday and Sunday and
sometimes again on Sunday night,” he
explained, “and every day of the week if
there was a revivall Farming was our life,
and singing was our ministry as children.
My father taught us that only what you do
for Christ will last.”

for a singer.

“Not having formal training or a
professional music background it would
only be a God thing if | became a Vocal
Band Member, but Buddy suggested |
try out for the position,” Suttles said. “To
me, this would be like going from a Little
League baseball player to the Major
Leagues. But God Happened and nine
years later here | stand. Only by the
grace of God.”

As for finding White’s Chapel,

Suttles was working out in a local gym
when White’s Chapel choir member
Jim Walters

He was certain
that fitness would
be his ‘thing.” “I
was a Former
World Powerlifting
Champion and
World Record
holder and an
eight-time national
champion,” he
laughed, “but God
has a great sense
of humor and I'm
the type of guy who
had to learn it the
hard way.”

“I really didn't
have a plan for

“I believe in a
perfect God who
will provide, protect
and lead if we open
our heart and mind.
When God looks at
me, | want others to
see His reflection in
how I live.”

approached

him. “He said |
looked like the
guy who sings

for the Gaither
Vocal Band,” said
Suttles. “I told him
| was the guy, and
we continued to
talk about gospel
music. During

the conversation
he told me he
attended White’s
Chapel and invited
me to come visit.
The next day he set
up a meeting with

music,” he said.

“Music has always been a part of worship
for me. My parents made sure we knew
that God was the center of our music and
the voice and musical talents were given
to us for God’s glory—not ours. | worked
at a great university with a flourishing
youth program reaching higher and
higher, but the good Lord had a different
plan.”

While working in fitness, Suttles sang
on the praise and worship team at his
church while also doing background
vocals and studio recordings for
musicians in Nashville. One day while in
a session with songwriter Buddy Green,
(Mary Did You Know) Green told Suttles
the Gaither Vocal Band had an opening

the music staff. My
family and | were met with such a warm
welcome and an introduction to the
church.”

He and his wife Michelle have a
daughter, Arrae, who has also been
featured in the church music program.
They became members at White’s
Chapel in 2022. His deep resonant voice
is matched only by his quick sense of
humor, infectious joy and authenticity.

“I'm honored to be able to spread the
good news of the gospel,” he added.” |
am human and not a perfect person, but |
believe in a perfect God who will provide,
protect and lead if we open our heart
and mind. When God looks at me, | want
others to see His reflection in how | live.”

for one year.
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Capital

Cont’d from page 1

those relationships is key.”

The space will also
be designed to create a
welcoming atmosphere—
an environment that feels
like a second home for
students, especially those who may feel
isolated or disconnected. This welcoming
atmosphere, combined with intentional
community-building efforts, can break
down walls and allow students to feel
seen, heard, and valued.

“For students who struggle with anxiety
or need a quieter space to recharge,
this new space will be a haven,” added
Joseph. “The design will offer calm, low-
stimulation areas where they can retreat,
reflect, or simply feel safe when things
get overwhelming. This flexibility in space
allows for more inclusivity, ensuring
that every student, regardless of where
they are in their emotional journey, can
participate at their own pace.”

Joseph also explains that the new gym
will be “a transformative addition for
students, especially when it
comes to creating opportunities
for energetic students to get
their energy out and engage
with others in a fun, low-
pressure setting. Right now,
we’re limited by the current
space and the need to wait for
good weather to do outdoor
activities like basketball,
volleyball, or even just running
around. This new gym would
give students the space to play
those games indoors, rain or
shine, and engage in physical activities
that promote teamwork, discipline, and
fun.”

This is not just about the physical
benefits. Games like basketball,
dodgeball, or volleyball also provide
an incredible opportunity to build
relationships. “Sports naturally bring
people together and create a shared
experience where students can learn
about trust, communication, and
collaboration in an environment that’s
less intimidating than some other
settings,” said Joseph. “A casual game
of basketball, for example, might be
the perfect opportunity for a student
to connect with others they wouldn’t
have otherwise interacted with, or for
students to bond over a shared love of
the game. The new gym can serve as a
space where connections form naturally,
without the pressure of structured events
or formal settings.”

Beyond that, the proposed
gym gives room for fun, healthy
competition and teamwork,
which are both great for
relationship-building and
personal development. For
students who are less likely
to engage in typical youth
group activities, a more relaxed
setting where they can feel
physically active, social, and
engaged may be just the way
to get them involved and make
lasting connections.

The combination of a welcoming
space for group interaction, the ability
to engage in physical activities, and the
safe spaces for students to manage
anxiety will help create a holistic
environment for students. These spaces
will allow students to belong, grow, and
express themselves—whether that’s
through meaningful conversations,
healthy competition, or just having a
space to call their own.

“Ultimately, the Capital Campaign’s
additions will not just give students
more physical space—they will create
opportunities for growth, relationships,
and a sense of community that fosters
personal and spiritual development,” said
Joseph. “This is about meeting students
where they are, providing them with what
they need to thrive, and allowing them
to engage in ways that feel natural, safe,
and meaningful to them.”

WC Kids, Busting at the Seams, Moves
into Current Student Spaces

As many of our staff and parents can
attest, Sunday School Classes, Vacation
Bible School, Festivals, and various
monthly activities for different school age
groups are currently maxed out. And with
WC Students moving into a new space,
WC Kids can expand into Students’
current spaces.

“Gaining the upstairs floor of the
student education building would allow
us to move Club 56 (5th and 6th graders)
into that space on Sunday mornings and
add several elements to our growing
preteen ministry,” said Hannah Robbins,
Co-Director of WC Kids. “It has been a
dream of ours for the last several years
to bring back a large group worship time

for Club 56 that may include live music,
media, and of course lots of fun and
games (similar to the ROCK but geared
toward older kids) but we haven’t had a
space to do this. This would finally make
tis dream come true!”

Utilizing the upstairs floor of the current
student building then allows for more
room to expand the younger elementary
age groups downstairs. “We will gain
more Sunday school classrooms, which
will help us keep class sizes manageable
so that kids and volunteers both have a
great experience,” added Robbins.

One of the biggest dreams is to have a
WC Kids work room on campus.

“This dedicated work area would keep
us from having to close classrooms
during preparation for VBS, Festivals,
Eggstravaganzas and more,” explained
Robbins. “Over the years, we have built
20-foot castles, underwater coral reefs,

glowing outer space habitats, rolling
rivers down the concourse, and more. To
build all these exciting things, it would
be wonderful to have a dedicated area
to leave things set up as we work from
day to day since it takes months of work.
These things often also include power
tools, painting, and lots of supplies that
we currently have to pick up and put
away each week to be able to have class
on Sunday.”

Arts Academy Expansion also

Becomes Possible

The after-school program for K-6 grade
is, like everything else, operating at its
maximum. Registration for the program
is practically filled the moment it is open.
New classrooms provided for WC Kids
become available during the week for the
Tuesday after school classes in dance,
cooking, art, Legos as well as opening
opportunity for additional classes.
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Crave and Intersection

Middle School students are invited
to Crave, the weekly worship service
for 7th and 8th grade students. Crave
is from 5:45-7 p.m. each Wednesday.
High School students are invited to
Intersection, the weekly worship service
for students in 9th through 12th grade.
Intersection will runs from 7:30-8:45 p.m
on Wednesdays. Crave and Intersection
are both held upstairs in the Youth Space
of the student education building. We
are so excited about what this spring will
look like and how it will help students
better know and follow Jesus together
with their peers!

Student Takeover Feb. 1-2

Come support WC Students as our
young leaders take over the 5:30 p.m.
Saturday night service as well as the
11 a.m. Sunday service in The Foundry.
Middle and high school students will
oversee leading each service, which
will include worship, prayers, tech, and
preaching.

Senior Bible Study

Drs. John McKellar and Todd Renner
have seen how critical each student's
senior year is as they make so many
big decisions about their future. They
have made the commitment to walk
these seniors through this critical time
in their life with a weekly, fun, practical,
no-questions-barred Bible study and
fellowship time. Sessions meet each
Wednesday night from 5-6 p.m. in
the Pastor’s Study. The senior pastors
discuss the core beliefs of our faith
and will apply them to the changing,

exciting time in our seniors’ lives. The
meetings began Wednesday, January

15 and continue meeting weekly until
Spring Break. All high school seniors are
welcome!

Two is Better/Manistry

Registration for Two is Better and
Student Manistry is now open. Two
is Better and Student Manistry are
two separate retreats that happen
simultaneously. Two is Better is for
females of WC Students, while Student
Manistry is for the males. All students of
the graduating classes of 2025-2029
are welcome to register. Both retreats
begin at 6 p.m. on Friday, February 21
and end at 6 p.m. on Saturday, February
22. The cost of the retreat is $100.

Summer Trips
Save the Dates
(Incoming grades for Fall of 2025)
« 7th Grade Trip/7th Graders
June 2-3 | Registration Opens Feb. 26
« Middle School Mission Trip/7th & 8th
Grades
June 9-13 | Registration Opens Feb. 5
+ High School Mission Trip/9th—12th
Grades
July 13—-18 | Registration Opens Feb. 19

Though it seems like Christmas just
ended, WC Students is already beginning
to focus on another exciting summer.
Registration for these trips will open on
the following dates on wcstudents.com.
Keep an eye out for more registration
information as we begin to make plans
in the following weeks for this coming
summer.

Musings

Cont’d from page 1

Finally, the train stopped, and the
other gentleman got up from his spot
to deboard the train. Douglas Adams
recalls that this stranger gave him a look
of confusion, and then a smile and head
nod. Douglas gave him a disapproving
look, shrugged his shoulders, and
returned to his papers.

A few stops later and it was time for
him to get off the train. And as he did
that, he gathered up his stack of papers
and saw, hiding under them, was a
package of unopened cookies... his_
cookies.

In that moment, he had a massive
change of perspective about the man
seated next to him. He went from
thinking he had been sitting next to this
unbearably rude, inconsiderate person
to realizing that, in fact, he was the rude,
inconsiderate person.

It's so easy for us to judge others.
And so often, we do it without all the
facts. We see someone post something

on social media. We see how they
dress or hear the way they speak. And
we immediately draw far reaching
conclusions. And yet, we expect others

to see the depth and intricacies of our
own lives: They should understand

us being short tempered or impolite
because we’ve had a terrible day.

That’s a lesson Jesus shares with us in
Matthew. In Matthew 7:1-3 he says, “Do
not judge, or you too will be judged. For
in the same way you judge others, you
will be judged, and with the measure you
use, it will be measured to you. “Why do
you look at the speck of sawdust in your
brother’s eye and pay no attention to the
plank in your own eye?"

Jesus tells us that we will be judged in
the way that we judge. That’s something
to think about. Knowing how flawed | am,
and how often | make mistakes, | know
that | want to be judged with lots and
lots of grace. Which means that | need to
offer lots and lots of grace.

One of the best things anyone ever
shared with me was the idea that people
often are how they are for a reason. It’s
an obvious statement. But it helped me
reframe the way | see people... Maybe
they’ve been hurt in their past. Maybe
they’re going through something I'm
not aware of. Maybe the difficulties
and circumstances of their lives are so
different from my own that | could never
truly understand. Maybe the cookies
they’re eating aren’t actually mine...

It’s like Douglas Adams shows us,
there’s always more to the story.

Takeover

Cont’d from page 1

contemporary weekend service.
However, unlike last year, they will take
over not one, but two services!

Students will be leading both Foundry
services on Saturday, Feb. 1, at 5:30
p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 2, at 11 a.m. From
the tech team to worship, and from
the welcome team to preaching, WC
students will be in charge. Additionally,
instead of repeating last year’s
independent sermon style, high school
seniors Vivi Parker, Maria Mazey, Chris
Parsons and Gavin Munroe will each
deliver a brief message to conclude
WC'’s current main sermon series, Uphill
Habits: A New Direction for a New Year.

Evangelism pastor Rev. Sam Robbins
shared that a significant part of his call to
ministry was rooted in the realization that
he, too, had a role to play and something
to contribute personally to the kingdom
of God, even as a young man. Allowing
him to develop the confidence to believe

that, regardless of
age, he also could
participate in God’s
work.
“One of my biggest
hearts behind WC
Student Takeover,”
Robbins expresses,
“is that | want the
church to see that the
students aren’t the
future of the church,
they are the church.
Right now... there’s
so much that they’re
currently offering, and | want the whole
church to see that.” He added, “Too often
we tell our students, ‘One day you’ll be
leaders in the church,” when really they
already are leaders in the church.”

The next generation is a part of the
body; they are the church, not they
will be. There is no junior Holy Spirit.

We empower the next generation by
showing up, praying for them and
equipping them with truth in love.

1 Timothy 4:12 encourages young
believers not to be “intimidated by those
who are older than you; [but instead] be
the example they need to see by being
faithful and true in all that you do. Speak
the truth and live a life of purity and
authentic love as you remain strong in
your faith.”

Friends and family are invited and
encouraged to attend one of the services
and to support their students. To the
church body and community at large,
Rev. Robbins implores, “Come on out.
Y’all are in for a treat. Their services are
so powerful. The Holy Spirit will show up.
It was such a spirit-filled service last year,
and it will be again.”

Communion

Cont’d from page 1

Our volunteers have helped victims
of sheer poverty, hurricanes, floods,
and fires on numerous trips through
the years. Many have acquired and
developed skills along the way.

In the case of the Family Mission
Trip, those attending have been
multigenerational, with children aged
six and above welcome to attend. This

trip celebrates the fact that each family
member, from the youngest to the eldest,
has skills and gifts that can be used
to help others. It is the only mission
trip at White’s Chapel that offers this
experience for entire families to share
together.
Mission trip volunteers return home
with a closer relationship with God,
the satisfaction of helping those less
fortunate, and some lasting friendships.
All money collected in communion
offerings each month goes directly to the
allocated fund.
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COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

Wednesday Nights in The Foundry
6 p.m.

Join us this January for a new spin on
Wednesday Night programming in The
Foundry. Our pastoral staff will take turns
leading short, two or three-week studies
on a myriad of topics from lesser-known
books of the Bible to art, women in
Scripture, and more. Come find a sacred
community along with challenging and
relevant lessons that will help us all as

we walk with Jesus.
Tracy Christensen
tchristensen@whiteschapel.org

Carter BloodCare Blood Drive
Sunday, Feb. 218 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Carter BloodCare will host a blood
drive at White’s Chapel. Come to the bus
in front of the Center for Spiritual Care

between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Register on
the Carter BloodCare website:
bit.ly/WCBloodDrive

Labyrinth Walk
Wednesday | Feb. 519 a.m.
WC Labyrinth

A labyrinth is an ancient symbol that
relates to wholeness. It combines the
imagery of the circle and spiral into
a meandering but purposeful path.
Labyrinths have long been used as
meditation and prayer tools and are a
part of the pilgrimage path to wholeness
and holiness. At its most basic level, the
labyrinth is a metaphor for the journey
to the center of your deepest self and
back out into the world with a broadened
understanding of who you are.

Join Rev. Victor Resendiz the first
Wednesday of each month for a prayer
walk at our beautiful labyrinth located
next to the Center for Spiritual Care.
Whether you are familiar with this unique
spiritual practice or not, you are invited
to experience this sacred space. All are

welcome; registration is not required.
Rev. Victor Resendiz
vresendiz@whiteschapel.org

WC Kids preschool and elementary students and their families are invited to come
play putt-putt golf inside The Foundry and play at Wesley’s Indoor Playground for
a morning of fun and fellowship. The nine-hole, mini golf course offers different
obstacles and challenges to be enjoyed by all ages. This a come-and-go event from
10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Feb. 1. Cost is $5 per child.

Prayer List

Ron Adams, Joseph Agnew, Edar Alcanes, Jack Bair, Joe Baldwin, Dudley and Ann Barnes,
Jerry Barron, Kait Rhone Batts, Joy Beaman, John Behner, Mindy Bogan, Paul Booker, Cheryl
Brashear, Wyatt Buddin, Carol Burns, California Fires, Robin Cassell, Connie Center, Charles
Cicchetti, Jim Clancy, Judy Clancy, Carolyn Cockerell, Kennedy Joy Coke, Sydney Couch,
Leslie Craig, Dennis D., Evelyn Rose, Margie Duffy, Bobbi Dunbar, Wilma Dykman, Miles Elder,
Linda Evans, Ralph Evans, Doug Faries, Mark Fidler, Frank Forcelli, Tim Gauntt, Shelly Gillette,
Carolyn Gillum, Jason Glover, Steve and Melody Graff, Chris Gruenewald, Zaida Guerra, Lori
Tannahill Haarmeyer, Jeanette Haddox, Buddy Hall, Eric Harris, Vicki Harvey, Betsy Hay,
Raymond Hebert, Dixie Hubbard, The Family of Angelina Inot, Jody Irwin, Jan Jackson, Tony
Joseph, Sherri Kaufmann, Robert Koronka, Connie Lamb, Ashley Barret Leder, David Leslie,
Julie Luchsinger, Steve Lynch, Joe Madera, Jovita Maldonado, Derek Mann, Barbara Marks,
Doyle McAda, Tim McCracken Jr., Massinissa and Massissilia Mehrazi, Lynn Meredith, Andrea
Rawlins Meyers, Mary Miller, Brayden Mozingo, Roland Moore, Bob Morgan, Thomas W. Morris,
Jeff Nadeau, Josh Palma, Jerry Palon, Aria Parish, Dee Perkins, Reggie Peterson, Steve Pugh,
Raul Rangel, Jim and Mary Renner, Gail Richardson, Susie Robinson, Johnnie Ruth Rogillio,
The Family of Ella Saison, Shirley Schollmeyer, Elayne Segal, Lisa Shin, Rebecca Simms, Pat
Skinner, Joyce Smoot, Ashton Stephenson, Scott Stutler, David Taylor, Carol and Gary Turner,
Joy Ann Walker, Lyla Waterstreet, Rhonda Wicker, Dick Williams, Linda Winant, Vicki Winn,
Leigh Winzeler, Lovic Wren, Nick, Jill and Brian. Recent deaths: The Family of Ralph Choppy,
The Family of Frank Culpepper, The Family of Linda Culpepper, The Family of Lynn DeWitt, The
Family of Dennis Eaton, The Family of Linda Freeman, The Family of Elijah Hayes, The Family
of Trudee Kelly, The Family of Bernhard Lehder, The Family of Daniel Lerin, The Family of
Rusty McCabe, The Family of Betty Miller, The Family of Kathy Pierce, The Familv of Elizabeth

Reynolds, The Family of Jack Shuler, The Family of Ray Sloan, The Family
of Clayton Spence, The Family of Art Veenendaal, The Family of Michael
Wenger, The Family of Jack Williams, The Family of Russell Young.

Submit names via QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.
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(Names will remain on this prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified
via QR code or www.whiteschapel.org/prayers.html.)
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